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TOKYO, Japan, May 23, 2022—Otsuka Foods Co.,  Ltd.  (Head Office: Chuo Ward, Osaka;  

President:  Koichi Shiraishi) announced today  that two of  i ts products,  Zero Meat Demi -

Glace-Type Hamburger  and Zero Meat Cheese-Fil led  Demi-Glace-Type Hamburger,  have 

become the f irs t  in Japan to obtain  the Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS) cert i f icat ion 

for  soy meat  foods , *1  which was granted on May 18,  2022.  Star t ing in  August ,  the  company 

wil l  gradually introduce new packages for  these Zero Meat  soy meat  food products  

featuring the JAS mark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  November 2018,  Otsuka Foods launched the Zero Meat  ser ies of meat-free products 

made from soy meat . *2  Since then,  the company has continued i ts  research to br ing out 

the del ic iousness  of  plant -derived  ingredients and has  great ly improved the texture  and 

taste .  Today,  the ent ire  product  l ineup uses  no animal -based ingredients . *3  

 

In  recent  years ,  the market for  plant -based products  has  been expand ing,  dr iven by 

r is ing heal th  consciousness,  d iversif icat in of dietary l i fe styles ,  and efforts to achieve 

a sustainable world.  Given this  s i tuat ion, soy meat is  being increasingly adopted for  

commercial  use products such as  bento boxes,  prepared s ide dishes,  and restaurants,  in 

addit ion to  re ta i l  products ,  with the aim of  making  soy meat  easi ly avai lable  to  

customers .  

 

In  order to  meet  the ever -increasing demand from consumers for  soy meat ,  Otsuka Foods 

s tar ted to lead efforts  to explore  the potentia l  for  a  JAS cert i f icat ion for  soy meat  in  

2020. The company submitted a  draf t  JAS standard to Japan’s Minis try of Agriculture,  

Forestry and Fisheries .  The s tandard was establ ished on February 24, 2022.  

 

Now that  Otsuka Food’s  Zero Meat  has  received JAS cert i f icat ion for  soy meat  foods,  

consumers can more easi ly select soy meat products  with the JAS mark.  Going forward,  

Otsuka Foods wil l  continue to  do i ts  part to  achieve the Sustainable  Development Goals 

(SDGs) by communicat ing the value of plant -based products,  including soy meat .  
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Certification for Soy Meat Foods for Two Zero 

Meat Retail Products 



 

*1  Ze r o  M ea t  i s  a  b r an d  n am e  f o r  wh i ch  Ot su k a  Fo o d s  i s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r .  Th e  man u fa c tu r e r ,  S t a r zen  C o . ,  

Lt d . ,  h a s  ob t a in ed  “ J AS  c e r t i f i ca t i on  f o r  s o y  m ea t  f o od s ”  f r o m Jap an  Fo o d  R es ea rch  Lab o r a t o r i e s ,  a  

r eg i s t e r ed  c e r t i f y in g  o r gan i z a t i on .  

*2  Th e  Ze r o  M ea t  s e r i e s  p r o d u c t s  a r e  m ad e  wi th  a  s o y - b a s ed  p r oc es s ed  f o o d .  

*3  An i ma l -b as ed  i n g r ed i en t s  i n c lu d e  b ee f ,  p o rk ,  ch i ck en ,  eg g s ,  mi lk ,  h o n ey,  an d  o th e r  l i v e s t o ck  p r od u c t s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  s ea f o o d .  

 

 


